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Abstract In accordance with the International Code of Botanical Nomenclature» the name 
Tutcheria spectabilis Dunn (1908) has priority over the later name Tutcheria championii Nakai 
(1940) which is illegitimate, despite the fact that the latter name has been used in some recent Chi- 
nese floras. 
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In several recently published Chinese floras (Chang, 1991, 2000 3 Chang & Ren, 1998) , the 
name Tutcheria championii Nakai (1940) of Theaceae was adopted» even though T. spectabilis 
(Champ. ex Benth.) Dunn (1908) seems a name published much earlier and was employed in oth- 
er floras (Lin, 1987 5 Institute of Botany, Academia Sinica; 1972). No obvious explanation was 
given in these publications. 

Tutcheria spectabilis is an uncommon tree usually found in sheltered woodlands in Hong Kong» 
although it is also known in Guangdong and Fujian. This beautiful evergreen tree species features at- 
tractive white flowers with golden yellow anthers in the centre. The species was first discovered by 
J. G. Champion in Hong Kong Island in 1847 (Kochs; 1900)» on Victoria Peak and in the woods 
in Happy Valley (according to Bentham, 1851). Bentham (1851) later described Camellia 
spectabilis Champ. ex Benth. as a species new to science. Dunn (1908) established the genus 
Tutcheria Dunn and made a new combination, T. spectabilis (Champ. ex Benth.) Dunn by citing 
the basionym Camellia spectabilis . 

In accordance with Article 7.4 of the International Code of Botanical Nomenclature (Greuter et 
al.» 2000), a new combination is typified by the type of the basionym, which, the holotype in this 
case» is Champion’ s specimen (deposited at K) . 

Tutcheria championii Nakai (1940, as T.‘ championi’ ) , indeed, was superfluous and ille- 
gitimate when published because Nakai (1940) included (within the circumscription of the taxon he 
was naming) the type of the name Camellia spectabilis Champ. ex Benth. (Article 7.3, Greuter et 
al. ; 2000)» which is the basionym of the name Tutcheria spectabilis (Champ. ex Benth.) Dunn 
(1908) » a validly published, legitimate name. 

Tutcheria spectabilis (Champ. ex Benth.) Dunn, J. Bot. 46 1324. 1908. —— Camellia 
spectabilis Champ. ex Benth.» Hooker’ s J. Bot. Kew Gard. Mise. 3 €310. 1851 (see also : 
Trans. Linn. Soc. 21: 111; 1853). Thea spectabilis (Champ. ex Benth.) Kochs, Bot. 
Jahrb. Syst. 27 :595. 1900. Tutcheria championii Nakai in J. Jap. Bot. 16 : 708. 1940; 
nom. illeg. (aś championi’ ).— Pyrenaria championii Keng, Gard. Bull. Singapore 26 : 134. 
1972; nom. illeg. Camellia reticulata sensu Benth., Fl. Hongk. 31. 1861; non Lindl. 
(1827) . Type £: China. Hong Kong ‘ Hong Kong Island,“ On Mount Victoria and more abundantly 
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in the Happy Valley woods”, J. G. Champion s.n. 1847 (holotype; K Ù. 

Even though one might consider the name Camellia spectabilis illegitimate (Nakai, 1940 3 
Chang & Ren» 1998) 5 Article 58.1 of the ICBN (Greuter et al. > 2000) stipulates that epithet may 
be used in a different combination. Therefore, Tutcheria spectabilis would still be the correct name 
in such a case. 

The two polynomials named by Berlése and cited in a footnote in Nakai (1940) are not validly 
published because the rank is not denoted in each case (Art. 24.1, Greuter et al., 2000) . 
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EARN #4 SIE :Tutcheria championii 
We T. spectabilis ? 
HER 
GAERA, BREAPES, SANLKY Ñ 303 5) 

$822 Af Tutcheria championii Nakai (1940) AFR, AR PRBMA)SEBEAEBSA m T. 
spectabilis (Champ. ex Benth.) Dunn (1908) XBFARAY 4 MAM T RA? SREB, RIE (Ein 
EADAE AT. championi RBWSCA ARAN S5 |A Camellia spectabilis Champ. ex Benth. , MM ÈR 
HPARUILEB SSEA FAE Tutcheria BA SAR ERAY T. spectabilis EA HAERERE, W 
AEA A. 

X$] Tutcheria championii 3 Tutcheria spectabilis } Pyrenaria 5 WFS FL ; FAZE 


